
WALPOLE SCHOOL COMMITTEE 

SUMMARY OF MEETING – June 18, 2018 
(Please visit the WPS website for detailed and official meeting minutes.) 

 

 The School Committee (SC) voted to appoint William J. Buckley, Jr. as Chairperson, and Jennifer 

Geosits as Vice Chairman, for the 2018-2019 school year. 

 Mr. Buckley thanked Mrs. Geosits for serving as Chairperson this past year.  He also 

thanked her for her SC participation for the last six years and indicated he is grateful she 

will remain as the Vice Chairperson this next year. 

 Student Representative to the SC, Maggie Jackson, reported on academic, athletic and 

extracurricular activities at Walpole High School (WHS). 

 The Norfolk County Teachers Association (NCTA) is the oldest teachers’ group in the 

country.  The NCTA is an organization dedicated to the service of teachers and students.  Each 

year the NCTA holds an Annual Awards Dinner to honor teachers, laypeople, and students.  This 

year two of our staff were award recipients at this ceremony.   

 WHS English Teacher and Speech and Debate Team Coach Emily Murray was recognized 

for her commitment to the Speech and Debate Team, a club she started and has coached for 

the past seven years. 

 Harland Cook has dedicated 49 years to the Walpole Public Schools (WPS).  Harland 

began at WHS as a Math teacher, a Guidance Counselor, and Special Education 

Chairperson for Johnson Middle School.  After his “retirement”, Harland has been a 

Procedural Assistant for both the Boyden School and Central Office for the Out Of District 

Coordinator.  Harland served on the Board of Directors of NCTA for over 48 years, 

serving many years as Director, Treasurer and organizer. 

 The SC unanimously voted to approve a WHS Speech and Debate Team trip to Fort Lauderdale, 

Florida from January 10, 2019 through January 14, 2019. 

 Director of Digital Learning, Ann Arpin, presented the WPS Digital Literacy Statement including 

a variety of digital learning initiatives that took hold this school year.  

 The SC provided a general update of the recently held Anti-Bullying Meeting.  The Meeting was 

held to address concerns by parents after their experiences with bullying/harassing or difficult 

social interactions.  It was a very important meeting and a topic that challenges everyone.  The SC 

and Administration stated they are committed to strong communication, involving listening and 

talking. 

 A Safe Schools Initiative Committee consisting of parents, teachers, guidance counselors, 

students, SC and Administration has been formed.  The first meeting is scheduled for 

Wednesday, June 27 at 7:00 p.m. at WHS.  

 Dr. Lynch announced Ms. Carrie Ruggiero has been appointed as the next Principal of Elm Street 

School, effective July 1, 2018.  Ms. Ruggiero was the first choice of the Elm Street School 

Principal Search Committee. She has experience as an elementary school administrator, a team 

leader, and an elementary teacher. 

 The SC unanimously voted to approve revised Policy JKAA – Physical Restraint of Students.  

 Dr. Lynch discussed WPS communication protocols and indicated he will look into a possible 

communication subcommittee to make adjustments moving forward gauging community 

expectations. 

 Parent Katia Santiago-Taylor spoke to the bullying issue and the recent email sent by Principal 

Imbusch. 

 Parent Cheryl Campbell talked about the recent meeting with parents and hopes that going forward 

the SC and Administration will work to rebuild trust with parents.  She indicated many parents 

emotions are still very raw. 

 The next regular SC Meeting will be August 30, 2018. 

 


